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Americans Won’t Splurge on Beer. How
Great Breweries Are Keeping Prices
Down Now.
Why do people pay vast sums for wine or whiskey, but balk at pricey

beers? Meet the beer makers who are threading the needle between

a�ordability and innovation.
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Because it lacks the longevity and cachet of vintage wine or whiskey, pricey beer is a hard sell.

Key Points What's This?

Craft breweries are innovating to stay competitive amid rising costs and competition from

other beverage companies.

Breweries are cutting costs without sacrificing quality, such as using lower-priced hops or

consolidating operations.

Some breweries are expanding beyond beer to include hard kombucha and soda to

increase revenue.

When it comes to booze budgets, people will spend vast sums for vintage wine and
bourbon—no string of zeros seems too long. Yet despite craft beer’s decades-long
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2 | A Boozy Bang for Your Buck

New Belgium Brewing Voodoo
Ranger Juice Force IPA (9.5% ABV)

In March, New Belgium released its
high octane IPA in eight-packs of
petite 7.5-ounce cans. Dubbed “Mini
Rippers,” they’re ideal for quick sips
and sharing with friends. Eight (7.5-
ounce) cans, $10

3 | The Smart Supply-Chain
Ale

Allagash Brewing White (5.2% ABV)

In 2016 this Portland, Maine,
brewery asked local farmers to grow
barley, helping save on freight. Now
they use nearly 2 million pounds of
Maine grain a year, primarily in their
White, a summery wheat ale. 12 (12-
ounce) cans, $21
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